ABSTRACT
Introduction
The chub (Leuciscus cephalus L.) is dominated species in the Iskar river. There are data on the reproductive biology of the chub for Struma River (12) and Batak Dam (21) only.
Materials and methods
The material was collected from 2002 to 2003. A total of 507 chubs were captured by angle and electro-fishing. Standard length (SL ±1mm), total mass (W ±1g), gutted body mass (W ±1g) and gonad mass (w ±0.1g) were measured. The fecundity (F, number of eggs) was determined gravimetrically. Relative fecundity (RF) was computed as an index F/W and as coefficient b (or b in %) from the equation F= a+bW (23, 15) . Gonad somatic index (GSI, %) was calculated by equation (5, 6) : K = w/W.100. Age was determined by the scales.
Results and Discussion
The absolute fecundity (F) of the chub varied from 1 026 to 71 900 eggs (Tab. 1) with minimum and maximum sizes, body masses and ages: 124 mm, 75g, 2 years and 388mm, 1150g, 6 years, respectively. The absolute fecundity increased with the increase of the body mass (Tab. 2). The weighted average fecundity of the whole populations was 12 487eggs. Information on chub`s fecundity is sometimes contradictive. The lowest individual absolute fecundity (F min ) of chub is 2 200 eggs in the Struma River (12) . The value of the minimum absolute fecundity of chub in the middle stream of Iskar River (1 026 eggs) was close to the value for the Tödürge Lake (Zara/Sivas) (19) . The maximum individual absolute fecundity (F max ) of chub from Iskar River was 71 900 eggs and was near from this in Turkish water bodies (20) , (5), (4) and (21) Chub from Struma River and Topçam lake (17) had the highest and almost the same fecundity at the highest body mass following by the species from Batak Dam (20) . Its fecundity was the lowest in Iskar River. 
